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progress in his political ideas, he was accused of
inconsistency,   and   even   of   duplicity.    Neither
charge is intelligent.    " Presque tons nous sommes
doubles,"  Renan has reminded us, and to have a
dual nature is no proof of duplicity.    With a mind
" accommodated fo the cloister," Gladstone spent
his  whole  life  in  the  political  arena ;    with  an
intellect thoroughly at home in the nice distinctions
and subtle refinements of theology, he had a most
masculine  grasp   of fact  in  the   realm  of   fiscal
policy ;   conservative  in  his  religious  beliefs, he
was almost revolutionary in his political develop-
ment ;   narrow in his views of what constituted
communion with the true Church, he was com-
prehensive as only a Liberal could be in his ideas
of what entitled men to membership of the modern
State,   and  to   all   its  franchises.    Many   of  the
reproaches directed  against his adoption of new
legislative   measures   entirely miss   the  fact of  a
mental growth which was the natural growth of
a   mind constantly developing.     Until   compara-
tively late in life, when there was a change for
the worse, it was not casuistry but conscientious-
ness,  the  conscientiousness  of a  man  of  noble
character, which accounted for the inconclusive-
ness, the tentativeness, of his public utterances.
He " thought aloud/* and well is it said by his
biographer that " many of his seeming mystifica-
tions were in fact the result of a really embarrassed
judgment."    When   the way was   clear, as Lord
Morley  points   out,  for   example  in free   trade,
colonial   government,  dissenters* chapels, Jewish
disabilities,   catholic   bishoprics,   " nobody could